
 
 

 
 

 
 
PRESS RELEASE 
 
 
 
 
CHEIM & READ IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE AN EXHIBITION OF NEW 
PAINTINGS BY DONA NELSON: TACTILE IMAGE 
 
OPENING TUESDAY, JANUARY 7 AND CONTINUING THROUGH 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 8 
 
 
Born in Grand Island, Nebraska, Dona Nelson has lived and worked in New York 
since 1968. Throughout a career spanning several decades, Nelson has been 
steadfastly occupied with the exploration of a painting’s ability to embody the 
nature of experience – be it visual, emotional, or intellectual. 
 
In her latest paintings, the artist continues to eschew the concept of a “signature 
style” by investigating the medium through various techniques. In one group of 
works, she begins by creating a replica of a painting done by her mother. Nelson 
then builds up the surface of the copy painting, creating a three-dimensional image 
with modeling paste, cheese-cloth and acrylic mediums. Using a highly physical 
process, the artist allows her body to respond to the familiar image of her mother’s 
painting and to create a tangible result.  
 
In other works, Nelson begins by creating three-dimensional constructions that are 
abstractions derived from her intuition. She then makes rubbings on stretched 
canvas with charcoal or pencil, creating flat images from the relief. Several “found 
images,” varied according to the pressure applied to the canvas and the size and 
softness of the graphite or charcoal, can be derived from one constructed relief. 
Literal representation and abstraction become interchangeable. 
 
In his essay accompanying Dona Nelson’s exhibition at the Weatherspoon Art 
Gallery in 2000, Klaus Kertess states: 
 

For the last decade Nelson has been creating groups of paintings, 
cooly and clearly exploring specific visual issues, while exuberantly 
submerging herself in the more unpredictable subjective flow of 
metaphor and emotion. 
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The artist continues to pursue both of these paths in her recent work. She 
investigates the play between the “real” space of three-dimensional relief and the  
illusion of space on a two-dimensional surface as well as the effects of memory and 
emotional response to the creation of an image. 
 
For further information, please contact Paul Moreno, T:  (212) 242-7727,   
F:  (212) 242-7737, or email: gallery@cheimread.com or visit our Web-page at 
www.artnet.com/cheim-read.html. 
 


